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THE 


CASE of Queens Col 


lege, Oxford, 
* ö | In regard to ſome late 
Trregularities of ſeveral of irs You ger MEMBERS. 


a Programma by the Vice Chancellor, Heads d Houſes and Proctors, wherein 
particular Streſs is laid upon the Attendance of fall the Scholars of the Univer- 
ſity in the Common Halls of their reſpective Cokeges at the uſual Hours of Din- 


O or about Friday, May 6, 1748, being a Day or two after the Publication of 


N 


ner and Supper; one of the ſenior Commoners of 2. Coll. dame to his Tutor Mr. E. with by o/k or gl 


Requeſt from his Brethren, that they might have Joints oMeſſes ſent up at Dinner-Time 
inſtead of ſeparate Commons, which they now ordinarilyuſtand to at 2 d. each, with a Li- 
berty of exceeding if they pleaſe ; and alſo, that, whereas they had hitherto had roaſt Meat 
conſtantly for Supper, but boil'd Meat only for Dinner exa'vting on Sundays and Holidays, 
they might now have roaſt Meat at Dinner as well as Sup ber two or three Times a Week 
oftener than had been uſual. Theſe Requeſts were enforce as was natural, by repreſenting 
ſome Uneaſineſs about their preſent Commons: But thigsvas not then underſtood as any 
Complaint of the Badneſs of the Meat, which the Commoner (till declares, and is ready to at- 
teſt, was not the Bufineſs of his Meſſage; the Meat havin according to his Acknowledg- 
ment and thoſe of ſeveral others af firft, been generally y.cy good. And this farther ap- 
pears from his having then declared (as is very well remerj>er'd) that the Commoners had 
no Objection to, but very well liked, their Commons at $pper when roaſted ; which is a 
plain Proof, that his Commiſſion was not to deſire a Regdrej, of any Grievance from the Bad- 
neſs of the Meat, but to requeſt an Alteration in the Meth. of dreſſing it or cutting it out; 
unleſs it cou'd be ſuppoſed that the ſame Meat, which if re ed would have been good, muſt 


pon being bild neceſſarily become not fit to be eat. Mhat therefore has been ſince 
Handeroulty ceporied- Oh 


Young Men, who having been betray'd into one raſh and unwarrantable Action after ano- 
ther, have reduced themſelves to the Alternative, either of taking Shame to themſelves, or 
of attempting to juſtify their Conduct in a Way they would not otherwiſe have choſen. 
Upon the firſt Conſideration of a Point ſo unexpectedly thrown in his Way, Mr. F. ex- 
preſs'd his Diſapprobation of Innovations in general, giving ſuch Reaſons againſt thoſe now 
defired as at that Time occurr'd to him. And little imagining, he ſhould ever be charged 
with refuſing to procure a Redreſs of Grievances for the Commoners, whilſt he only was 
ſolicitous to prevent a needleſs Encreaſe of their Expences, and other Inconveniences which 
he apprehended would attend the Alterations they apply'd for; he deſired to be excuſed 
from recommending to the Provoſt and Fellows ſuch a Change in their Commons as he 
did not himſelf approve, or to that Effect; intimating, that in Caſe of Complaint of 
any particular Commons, there was a ſtated Method of applying for Redreſs, which he 
hoped never had been or wou'd be refuſed. And from the whole of what paſſed between 
him and his Pupil on this Occaſion, concluding (tho' he afterwards found he was miſtakend 


read, mould rcauy be ceilgder'd as the After-Thoughts. of 


that the Affair wou'd have here been dropp'd, he contented himſelf with ſpeaking to Tet. 


Cook to take Care to let the Commoners have good Commons in the utual Way; which 


the other aſſur d him he had done, and wou'd continue to do. 


Before we proceed, it may perhaps be proper juſt to obſerve, that had the Commoners , 


really made a Complaint of the Badneſs of their Commons, and received no Redreſs not- 
withſtanding the Juſtneſs of ſuch Complaint ; or had they thought it worth while to re- 
move from Queen's Coll. for the ſake of thoſe Alterations which one of the Fellows declined 
the Office of ſoliciting for them, this ſeems to have been the proper Time for them to have 
apply'd to the Provoſt, and in Caſe of his Refuſal to the Vice Chancellor, for a Bene diſceſſit 
or Liceat migrare, &c. But by undertaking to extort ſuch Redreſs or ſuch Alterations, and 
uſing ſeveral unwarrantable Methods for that Purpoſe to be now recited, we preſume they 
forfeited all Claim to ſuch a Diſmiſſion, and juſtify d the Provoſt in his refuſal of it. | 
The ſirſt Step they took upon Mr. Fs Anſwer being reported to them, was that of en- 
tering into an Agreement or Combination to abſent themſelves from the College Hall at the 
uſual Time of dining, in Breach of the College Rules and Orders, in Violation of the Sta- 
tutes of the Univerſity, and in Contempt particularly of a Programma, publiſh'd only a 
Day or two before, To render this Combination general, they threaten'd with Infamy 
ſome of the Juniors who expreſs'd themſelves already well ſatisfy'd with their Commons 
and having intimidated theſe, they perſiſted in this Irregularity for ſeveral Days ſucceſ- 
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ſively, tho' the Steward of the Week took daily Care that good Commons were ſent up to 
their Table, and notwithſtanding the private Advices and Admonitions of their Tutors and 
other Friends in the Society; moſt of them ſeparately expreſſing their Concern that they 
had gone ſo far, but no one having the Courage to be the fir that ſhould break thro” 
Engagements, tho in order to return to his Duty. To take away this Excuſe, and toput an 
End to this irregular Practice, which began to be attended with bad Conſequences, the Pro- 
voſt and Fellows at a Convention held in Form, May 1 3th, agreed tb ſummon tlie two ſenior 
Commoners, and to admonith and enjoin them to ſet an Example, and open the Way to the 
reſt of their Body by attending the Hall regularly at Dinner that Day; declaring at the 
fame Time what muſt unavoidably be the Conſequence of their Diſobedience. The Se- 
nior, after having told us the Cauſe of his Brethren's Uneaſineſs about their Commons, 
which he explain d to be not thCBdneſs of the Meat but the Method of cutting it, pro- 
miſed to comply with the Injunction, and went into the Hall at the uſual Time accord- 
ingly. The Second wou'd promiſe on no other Terms than © if the reſt wou'd go into 
„the Hall with him,“ which vas eafily underſtood to be a Refuſal ; and upon His pers. 
fiſting in his Diſobedience, and, aſter near two Hours time to conſider of it, not aggpeari 
in the Hall with the Senior, the Penalty ſolemnly denounced to his Contumacy was i Aicted 
by Mr. Provoſt's ſtriking his N#me out of the College-Book. 
If Mr. R. Smith, the Perſon tl as cenſur'd, ſhou'd be faid to be diſtinguiſb'd from the other 
Commoners only by his Puniſhme; ; let it be remarked, that tho' all the Commoners, except- 
ing the Senior, did that Day al ent themſelves from Dinner, yet he only was chargeable 


with direct Contumacy againſt a poſitive Injunction given him in form: At the ſame Time 


it was intended to give the ſame Injunction to the other Commoners in their Order, and to 
pfoceed to the ſame Cenfure in Caſes of like Diſobedience; but was agreed (tho' not de- 
clared to them) that if this Ad of Severity ſhou'd have a proper Effect, firſt upon the 
other Commoners in bringing ſnem back to Order and Regularity, and then upon R. S. 
himſelf, that he might upon due Submiſſion be reſtored. And when it is added, that the 
Provoſt and Fellows had lately elected him voluntarily into an Exhibition of 201. a Year, 
however this Circumſtance may he thought to affect him as to the Degree of his Offence, 
it will (we preſume) be a Pre that they could have no Intention to ſingle him out as 
a peculiar Object of their Diſpleaſure, otherwiſe than as his Situation and Behaviour ren- 
der'd unavoidably neceſſary. _ | 

The above-mentioned Act of Diſcipline, however, was ſo far from producing the Effects 
hoped for from it, that the ſam Afternoon the Commoners aſſembled themſelves, drew 


up the — Petition (as thiy called it) and upon the Provoſt's refuſing to enter into a 
Conference with Perſons in the wyituation ot Diſobedience they had then involved them- 


ſelves in, ſent it in to him ſigned by above twenty of them, whoſe Names we ſpare. 


To the Reverend and Worthy the ProvosT. 


WHEREAS after a Complaint made by the Commoners of Queen's to the Dean, of ill 
Uſage, and particularly with regard to Commons, and inſtead of a Redreſs of Grievances have 
had one of their Society expelled, We whoſe Names are hereunto ſubſcribed, do requeſt that either 
the Perſon expelled be reſtored to the ſame Degree and Enjoyment of the ſame Privileges as 
before, and the aforeſaid Grievances be redreſs'd in ſuch a Manner that there may be no Occaſion 
of ſuch like Complaints hereafter, or that we may be permitted to enter at other Colleges. 


Upon the Face of which Paper, it is obvious to obſerve, that though they would be 
thought to requeſt, yet they in Effect demand; whilſt they add as the Conſequence of their 
Requeſt's being refuſed, a Deſire of Leave to enter at other Colleges; which no Doubt they 
conſidered as a Menace not eaſily to be reſiſted. This Demand likewiſe, as to the 
Matter of it is of an extraordinary Nature, claiming that. the Reverſal of the College 
Cenſures, and the Management of its Affairs, in regard to Commons particularly, might 
be ſubmitted to their Diſcretion z which, it is preſumed, the Provoſt and Fellows will be 
thought juſtified in having refuſed to grant them ; and indeed that this very Petition will 
be conſidered as an additional Offence. 

Of this ſome of the Subſcribers by next Morning ſeemed fully ſenſible, and applying to 
their Tutors or Friends as they had Opportunity, told them, they now gave up all other 
Points but the Single one of Mr. Sm's Reſtoration to his Name, and Privileges. They 
were commended for their GoodeWill to a Brother who had become a Sufferer for his 
own Obſtinacy, upon their Encouragement of ſupporting him in it; but were told by ſe- 
veral of the Fellows, that they muſt not think of ſaving him, by inſiſting previouſly on 
any Terms of that Kind, (in which Way they might be ſure, the Provoſt and Fellows 
would never treat with Perſons in their preſent Situation) but by nouy ſubmitting them 
{elves and going regularly into the Hall to Dinner; leaving Mr. S's Caſe to the Equity 


and Generoſity of Mr. Provoſt ; and one of the Fellows, it ſeems did go fo far by Way 


of private Advice and Encouragement to one of the Commoners, as to ſay, that if he and 


the other Commoners ſhould go into the Hall (meaning, no doubt, as the Perſon ſpoken _ 
to has owned he underſtood him, fo as to dine there) he might depend upon it Mr Sm 


woutd 


n 
would in due Time be reſtored, or Words to that Effect. With theſe Intimations 
ſeemed generally ſatisfy d; and before Dinner R. S's Tutor inform'd Mr, Provoſt and ſome 
of the Fellows what Forwardneſs he hoped the Submiſſion of the Commoners was in, and 
met with the Encouragement he wiſhed for about having his Pupil's Caſe reconſider'd 
at a proper Time. When Dinner-Time came, the Commoners did indeed come into the 
Hall; but inſtead of Dining there, as muſt be ſuppoſed to be the rea! Condition upon 
which any Encouragement was given, with regard to R. S. (for Contract there certainly was 
none) by abſtaining wholly from the Commons ſet before them, they were ſo far from ful- 
filling their Part, as to give freſh Provocation. Nor was this all, for almoſt as ſoon as they 
had fat down at Table, they ſent a very unprecedented Meſſage by one of the Servitors to 
Mr. H. then fitting in the Provoſt's Place, defiring in the Name of the Batchelors, Gen- 
tlemen Commoners, and Commoners (tho' the two-formes Societies then in the Hall di- 
claimed all Knowledge of ſuch a Meſſage) to know whether Mr. Sm. was to be reſtor d? 
To this ſurprizing Queſtion, (which took the Affair of ſoliciting his Reſtoration out of the 
Hand of his Tutor, who fully intended to have undertaken that Office upon their Return 
to Order and Regularity, tho“ he had not promiſed ſo much) Mr. H. ſaid, he could not in 
that Place, return any Anſwer. Not ſatisfy'd with this, Dinner was over, while the 
Fellows were walking in the Cloyſter, the Commoners came up to them in a Body, — | 
the ſame Queſtion, or rather, as it appeared to the Fellows, inaking the ſame Demand. 
And now ſome of the Gentlemen Commoners firſt openly appeared to accompany, en- 
courage and ſupport them: And being aſked, by what Authority, or on what Pretence, 
they thought fit to interpoſe about the Execution of College Cenſures ? It was anſwer d 
by one of that Body, that Mr. Sm's Cauſe was the common Cauſe of all the Independent 
Members of the College, (as he was pleaſed to expreſs himſelf; tho' how young Gentle- 
men ſhou'd be independent of thoſe under whoſe Government and Tuition their Parents 
or Guardians have placed them, is not eaſy to ſay) and was added by another, that Mr, 
Sm. had been ill uſed, and they were reſolved to ſtand by him. To theſe and other ex- 
traordinary Expreſſions in this tumultuous Way delivered in the Face of the whole College 
all the Anſwer that any of the Fellows can recollect was to this Effect; that we were not con- 
ſcious of having proceeded wrong, and that we ſhould juſtify or abide by what we had done. 
Upon this, both Gentlemen-Commoners and Commoners made their Way directly to the 
Provoſt, who was not then appriſed of what had paſſed in the Hall and Cloyſter ; and from 
his Humanity and Good-Nature, they ſoon received Encouragement enough, had their chief 
Concern now been about R. Sm's being reinſtated in his Name and Privileges. But not ſa- 
tisfied with leaving any Thing to Mr. Provoſt's Diſctgtion or Generoſity, they muſt 
inſtantly be gratify'd with having that Puniſtuncns which had only the Day 
before been inflicted, without any Satisfaction or Subiniſſion made on the Offenders 
Part. And what was moſt Extraordinary, becauſe all this was not done in that Afternoon, 
the ſame Evening they, that is, Five Gentlemen-Commoners and Twenty Commoners 
(tho' ſeveral of them with great Reluctance) ſtruck their own Names out of the College 
Book; as if reſolving, ſince they were not allowed to be Governors, no longer to continue 
Members, of the College. And as all this was done, without any Leave obtained from 
the Provoſt, any Advice aſked of their Tutors, or any Conſent waited for from their Pa- 
rents or Guardians ; and as moreover the Commoners had for ſeveral Days been in a State 
of little leſs than Rebellion, and the Gentlemen-Commoners now viſibly concurred with 
and ſupported them in it; it cannot be wonder'd that the Provoſt ſhou'd refuſe both of 
them Leave to remove to other Colleges, conſidering the Situation in which they then were. 
This Interpoſition of the Gentlemen Commoners, which was probably the ſole Encou- 
ragement to the Commoners to continue their obſtinate Oppoſition to the Rules of the Col- 
lege beyond tl at Day, appears the more wonderful, inaſmuch as they had no Shadow of 
Complaint about their Commons, nor any Thing to aſk, with regard to the Method of 
dreſſing or having them ſent up, in which they had not been for ſome Time gratify'd. 
If a compaſſionate Concern for one, whom they thought a Sufferer, really was (as we 
hope and belicve) the Firſt Motive with ſome of them; yet ſurely it might have been ex- 
pected from their perſonal Knowledge of the Provoſt and Fellows (if not from a Re- 
gard to Order and Decorum) that they would have placed ſome Confidence in the Can- 
dour of the Society, and have left it to their Diſcretion to Judge, whether ſuch a ſolemn 
Act of Diſcipline exerted on a neceſſary Occaſion ſhou'd be annulled, and if it might, in 
what Manner this ſhould be done, conſiſtently with the Credit and Authority of the Col- 
lege. But perhaps it may give ſome Light into this Affair to obſerve here, that in con- 
ſequence of Mr. Vice Chancellor's Programma, the Provoſt and Fellows, before they were 
aware of any Combination of the Commoners, had ordered one of the College Gates to be kept 
hut in the Afternoons, and the Porter at the other to prevent Diſhes of Meat being brought 
in from Victualling-Houſes, &c. And if by this Order a Liberty, which one or two of 
thoſe Gentlemen Commoners (to Name no other) had made Uſe of pretty freely, was 
now infringed ; this may poſſibly Account for that Warmth with which ſome of them 
firſt appeared in an Affair in which they ſeemed to have no Concern, and for that Zeal 
with which they have hitherto labour'd (with too much Succeſs) to keep the Commoners 


from 


(4) 


from making any proper Submiſſion, as well as for the Reſoluteneſs with which they have 


thus far refuſed to come into any fuch themſelves. | 

This will appear ſtill more 
of the College Book by their ovyn raſh Act, and being by the Provoſt refuſed Leave to remove 
themſelves to any other Colleges, a few\of the Gent. Commoners and Commoners apply'd 


themſelves to Dr. L. then acting as Vice-Chancellor; who declining to give them the Leave, 


which the Provoſt had refuſed, did however, at their Requeſt, which he apprehended to 


be made in the Name of all the Others concerned, generouſly undertake to uſe his good 
the Authority of the College, and to 


Offices on their Behalf, in order at once to ſupport 
ſave ſo many young Gentlemen from the Inconveniencies and Diſgrace they were bringing 
on themſelves; ſignifying alſo his Intention, as ſoon as Matters ſhould be accommoda- 
ted with regard to them, to interceed for R. Sm. for whoſe Reſtoration they till 
expreſſed: their Solicitude. He was pleaſed to come down to the College next Morn- 


at the ſame Time the young Gentlemen might have leſs Difficulty about complying with 
the Terms that ſhould be offer'd them, thoſe Terms were on the Part of the Coll 
referred to him, as they were ſuppoſed to have been before on their Part : He then kindly 
offered to draw: up a Form of Submiſſion to be ſubſcribed by them in order to their Re- 
admiſſion : Which he accordingly did in the following Words, as little liable (we preſume) 
to be excepted to, as was poſſible, confidering their Caſe. | 


. | | Queen's College, Oxford, May 16, 1748. 

WE hereunto ſubſcribing, having firuck our Names out of the College Book without due 
Leave firſt obtain d, aſt Pardon of the Provoſt and Fellows for this imprudent and raſh 
Action: And upon Promiſe of regular Behaviour for the future, hope to be replaced in our 
former Stations. At the ſame Time we defire to aſſure the Society, that ſuch Favour ſhall 
ever be gratefully acknowledged by | 


But, notwithſtanding the Moderation of this Form, ſome of them at firſt Sight, and as 


if before-hand reſolved not to acquieſce in any Thing, objected to ſome Expreſſions 


in it, and had the Addreſs to prevent its being ſubſcribed by more than one that Day and 
four others the next; who were thereupon re-admitted. Nay and when, upon Aſſurances 
from a worthy Gentleman (who thought himſelf ſufficiently empower'd) that a Change of 
two Words only would remove q Difficulties, we conſented to the Alteration, in Com- 
plianee with his perſwaſions, anf in Tenderneſs to them rather than in Conformity with 
our own Judgments ; inſtead of hubſeribing it, alter d as themſelves had defired, they that 
Evening drew up and offer'd to another Form, in Caſe it might be accepted, amount- 
ing to an Accuſation of the College, rather than a Submiſſion of themſelves ; expreſſing 
their Sorrow, not for having ſtruck out their Names, &c. but that Occaſion had been 
given to drive them to ſuch an Extremity. This made the Breach ſtill wider, and con- 
vinced us of the Neceſſity of adhering ftriftly to the firſt Form; from which we did not 
afterwards think ourſelves at Liberty to depart. In this Situation the Affair continued till the 
Vice-Chancellor himſelf came to Town ; when ſeveral of the Young Gentlemen waited 


upon him with a Repreſentation of their Caſe. Upon mature Conſideration of which, 


and after Enquiry made into the Affair, Mr. Vice-Chancellor was pleas'd to 1 
his Approbation of the Proceedings of the College, and to declare to the Young Gen- 
tlemen, that they muſt either reconcile themſelves to it by ſubſcribing the Form above- 
mentioned, or put off their Gowns and leave the Univerſity. This Declaration induced 
one of the Gentlemen Commoners and fix Commoners to reconcile themſelves accord- 
ingly. And in regard to the reſt, as we truſt we want no Juſtification of our Proceed- 
ings on this Occaſion, with the rent Members of the Univerſity, who are well acquaint- 
ed with the Nature of Academical Order, and the Neceſſity of Steadineſs in ſupporting it; 
ſo we hope our Conduct in this Affair will likewiſe be approved by all Friends to the Uni- 
verſity, who may happen to hear of it in other Places; when they ſhall be informed, that on 
Menday, May 16, 1748, at a full Meeting of the Vice-Chancellor, Heads of Houſes, and 
Proctors, the Thanks of that venerable Body were unanimouſly decreed to be given to the 


Provoſt and Fellows of Queen's Coll. for the laudable Stand they had ſeaſonably made, in 


ſupport of the Diſcipline of the Univerſity, This Teſtimony in our Favour will, we 


doubt not, have more Weight vsck all reaſonable Men, than the Clamours of a few 
Young Gentlemen who have brought themſelves into Difficulties ; from which we are till, 
upon the*eaſy Terms propoſed, willing to extricate thoſe of them who ſhall by complying 

therewith, appear diſpoſed to behave regularly and peaceably for the future. | 


Queer? Coll. Oxford, May 24, 1748. 


P' 8. As to what is reported, that Mr. F. when complain'd to about the Badneſs of the Commons, inſtead of promiling 
A Redrels, only anſwer'd, „bey had hed worſe Commons in the late Cook's Time ;” the Commoner ſuppos d to make 
+ . This Complaint has ſince ſolemnly declared before the Provoſt and Fellows, that he heard no ſuck Words ſpoken. 


probable from what follows. Finding their Names ſtruck out 


ing for this Purpoſe; where all Things ſeemed upon the Point of being happily adjuſted 
by his prudent Mediation, and that the Honour of the College might be preſerved, and 
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